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Richelle Putnam

600 Old Country Club Road

Meridian, MS 39305

601/880-1089

richput@mywebemail.net 
www.richelleputnam.net
Objective:
Freelance Writer/Creative Writing Instructor
Personal Information:

Date of Birth: November 7, 1953

Place of Birth: Flint, Michigan

Citizenship: U. S.

Gender: Female

Marital Status: Married

Employment History

2005 – Present (employment prior to 2005 available upon request)
2005 – present - Facilitator of writing workshops through public libraries, community centers, and schools in Mississippi, which have included Northeast Elementary, Meridian, MS; Meridian Public Library, Meridian, MS; Eudora Welty Library, Jackson, MS; Bay St. Books, Bay St. Louis, MS.

2007 – present - Creative Writing Instructor, Continuing Education Program, Meridian Community College, Meridian, MS

Developed and facilitates online writing course, “Developing Memorable Characters,”

October 2011 - present - Editor for MuseItUp Publishing, an award winning Canadian ebook publisher

September 2011 – present - Special Features Director Southern Writers Magazine

August 2011 – present - Freelance Writer for Wellbeing Magazine
2006 – present - Performing and Teaching Literary Artist on Mississippi Arts Commission’s (MAC) Artist Roster

2009 – present - A Speaker on Mississippi Humanities Speakers Board on “The Healing Art of Journaling”

2010-2011 – Former Managing Editor LEGENDS, the Mississippi Arts & Entertainment Review

2009 - Fiction Editor/Reviewer for Sotto Voce Magazine

2008 – Facilitator of Teacher Staff Development Program, “From the Villain’s Point-of-View,” an arts integration program of creative writing and history through monologues of historical characters

2006, 2007, 2008 - Writer-In-Resident, Poplar Springs School, Meridian, MS

Education:

High School: Callaway High School, Jackson, MS 1971

Higher Learning:

Graduate - Gotham Writers Fiction Certificate Program (2009)

Sara Light’s Creating Lyrical Contrast Course (2009)

Danny Arena’s Composer Bag of Tricks Course (2009)

Danny Arena’s Essential Music Theory for Songwriters (2009)

Graduate of Gotham Writers Playwriting Course (2007)

Graduate of Gotham Writers Advanced Poetry Writing Program (2007)

Graduate of Poetry Kit of Liverpool England’s Advanced Poetry Course 2006

Graduate of Poetry Kit of Liverpool England’s Advanced Nature Poetry Course 2006

Graduate of Advanced Writing Program of Open College for the Arts, an affiliate of The Open University, University of Glamorgan in England (2004)

Graduate of Anastasia Suen's Rhyming Picture Book Online Course (2004)

Completed Pamelyn Casto’s Flash Fiction Writing Course (2000)

Certificate of Outstanding Achievement, Scott Wiggerman’s “Poetry 101: The Way We Word” Poetry course (2003)

Certificate of Outstanding Achievement and Certificate of Academic Excellence, Margaret Shauers “Write Short Stories for Children” (2003)

Diplomas from Institute of Children’s Literature Writing Programs: 1. Writing for Children and Teenagers (1998), 2. Novel Writing Course (2001), and 3. Creating and Selling Short Stories and Articles, an Advanced Writing Program (2003)

Graduate of Writer’s Digest School Novel Writing Course (1999)

Certifications and Accreditations: Certified by Good News Prison Ministry, Meridian, MS to work and facilitate journaling sessions with incarcerated women 

Computer Skills: Very good and includes web design
Other Experience: (Experience before 2007 available upon request)
2005 – present - Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) Southern Breeze Contact Person for the State of Mississippi

2005 – present - has portrayed famous Mississippi writer, Eudora Welty, in original historical monologues and as one of the characters in the one-act play, Was It Worth it?,” which she co-wrote with four other writers Barry McMullan, Robert Ray, Virginia Dawkins, and Daniel Lee

2011 - Appointed by Mayor Cheri Barry to the Redevelopment Authority Agency, Meridian, Miss

May 2011 - performed with Amy Lott and Sheila Hutcherson at Hilton Garden Inn, Meridian for the Care Lodge reception
June 2011 – performed with Amy Lott and Sheila Hutcherson at Sweet Pea Restaurant during Summer Blues Out Festival in Picayune, Miss.
2011 - MOUSAI selected to perform on Peavey Stage at 59Twenty Festival in October

2011 – Judge for Mississippi Poetry Society’s “The Joe Hutcherson Memorial Award” Poetry Competition

2011 - MOUSAI performed at the Meridian’s Fall Art Crawl

2011 – Richelle Putnam and Amy Lott to perform Nov 26, 2011 at Santa’s Breakfast, Meridian Little Theatre

2011 – Judge for the 24th annual Independent Book Publishers Association (Former PMA) Benjamin Franklin Awards

2011 – Judge for Oakland Heights Elementary School, Meridian, Miss. Reading Fair

October 14, 2010 – “Developing Storybook Characters,” Student workshop, 2nd-5th grade

September 3, 2010 – “Developing Storybook Characters,” Teacher Development – Nora Davis Magnet School, Laurel, MS

July 21, 2010 – Taught “History Through Ballads” and “Poetry to Song” at 2010 MAC Whole Schools Initiative Summer Institute, The Riley Center, Meridian, MS

May 2010 – “Poetry to Song” workshops, Clarkdale Middle School, Clarkdale, MS

Co-writer of Women of Potta Chitto, a historical play based on the original script, A Mother’s Son. (2009)

Served on Literary Advisory Task Force, Mississippi Arts Commission, and co-editor of information pamphlet for writers (2009)

Served as 2009 judge for the Independent Books Publishers Association’s (IBPA) 2009 Ben Franklin Awards in young-adult non-fiction category

Speaker at 2009 MCC’s Tribute to Miss Sadie on The Importance of Preserving Stories. Editor of Miss Sadie stories.

Participant in the 2009 Mississippi Museum of Art's Unburied Treasures: On the Road to honor Mildred Nungester Wolfe, her art, and her family.

2008 Southern-Breeze/SCBWI Fall Conference Coordinator

Judge 2007 Gulf Coast Writers Association Writing Competition – Fiction Division
A Scribum Online author for online stories and articles
Started and facilitated writer's groups at Northeast High School and Lamar School in Lauderdale County (2007)
A 2007 Mississippi Regional Facilitator for Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Competition

Co-writer of A Mother’s Son, a historical play produced by Newton Theatre Company and which premiered on November 29, 2007.

Co-Writer and performer of the soundtrack, A Mother’s Son, consisting of eight songs co-written with Ralph Gordon (2007)
Awards (Full award list available upon request)
February 2007 – 2nd place winner, Clinton Art Council Writing Contest, College and Beyond Fiction Writing Category for They, judged by Best Selling Author Carolyn Haines.

October 2007 - 2nd Place Winner for All About Need, American Songwriting Magazine's November/December Songwriting Competition

October 2007 - 1st Place Winner Mimi Heitzmann Writers Competition for Song of Melissy.

January/February 2008 – Honorable Mention Lyric Writing– American Songwriter Magazine for Take the Long Way home

March 2008 – 3rd Place Winner, Brick Streets Press Short Story Contest for You Can’t Go Back, judged by Best Selling Author Barry Hannah.

March 2008 – 1st Place Winner, Poetry Division, for Tallahatchie, Meridian Community College Annual Writing Competition.

April 2008 – Top five finalist with Ralph Gordon for Grierson’s Raid, Song of the Year Competition, February 2008, Folk Category

September 2008 – 1st place winner for Momma’s Hillside, William Faulkner Poetry Competition, Tallahatchie Riverfest

December 2008 – Runner Up, Christian/Gospel Category, Song of the Year, for His Love Overwhelms Me

December 2008 – Top Ten finalist for Grierson’s Raid and Rebel Soldier in Crescent Music and Media’s Civil War CD Compilation competition

February 2009 – Honorable Mention for American Songwriter Magazine’s Lyric Writing Competition for My Baby on My Knee, My Soldier in My Heart.

February 2009 – Top Ten Finalist, Ginger Creek Records Pop/Country Artist competition

February 2009 – Finalist included in publication of Adams Media’s A Cup of Comfort of Christmas Stories.

March 2009 – Finalist in Spread the Word Gospel Compilation for His Love Overwhelms Me

April 2009 – Confessions of a Single Mother 1st place winner in Clinton’s Brick Street Writing Competition, judged by Best Selling Author Jill Conner Browne

May 2009 – Ridin’ a Railroad Car receives Honorable Mention from American Songwriter Magazine and will be featured in the July/August 2009 issue

September 2009 – 3rd Place winner, Tallahatchie Riverfest Fiction Writing Competition for Crossing Bridges

September 2009 – 1st place winner for 2009 Tallahatchie Riverfest Playwriting Competition as co-writer of “Was It Worth It,” with Robert Ray, Daniel Lee, Barry McMullan, and Virginia Dawkins

March 2010 – 3rd Place Winner, Brick Street Press Writing Competition, Judge JoAnne Pritchard Morris, Former Editor, Former Executive Editor, University Press of Mississippi
July 2010 – 17th Annual Billboard World Song Contest, Honorable Mention for “True American Hero,” co-written with Ralph Gordon and “My Side of Bad,” lyrics and music by Putnam.
September 2010 – “Ballad of Meridian,” Top winner in CityLove Music’s Song About a City Songwriting Competition and included in the CD compilation

October 2010 – “Your Roaming Eyes,” runner-up, Country Category, Song of the Year competition
Publications: (full list of publications available upon request)
Southern Writers Magazine – regular contributor
Well-Being Magazine – regular contributor
Today’s Mississippi Woman – Regular contributor

Mississippi Weddings Magazine 
LEGENDS, the Mississippi Arts & Entertainment Review – former managing editor
All Headline News www.allheadlinenews.com – former staff writer of over 324 articles

MeridianPlus Quarterly Newspaper – former staff writer

Mississippi’s Got Talent Anthology – 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 The Winners Circle

Teacakes and Afternoon Tales Anthology; Sweet Tea and Afternoon Tales Anthology
Flashquake Literary Journal
Southern Hum Literary Journal

American Songwriter (2nd place winning lyrics published)
Mad Dogs & Moonshine Anthology; Fireflies in Fruit Jars Anthology

MCC Literary Review; “Tallahatchie”

Recovering the Self: A Journal of Hope and Healing Anthology
Copperfield Review 10th Anniversary Edition

Real People, Real Stories Anthology

A Cup of Comfort for Mothers and Daughters; A Cup of Comfort for Christmas Prayer; A Cup of Comfort, Twelve Days of Christmas

A Brief History of Lauderdale County, The History Press, Charleston, S. C.
COMING:

Poem “Tallahatchie” to be published in Birmingham Arts Journal

Professional Memberships:

Member National SCBWI, Southern Breeze Division of SCBWI; The Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP); Meridian Museum of Art; Board Member Meridian Council for Arts; Board Member Meridian Little Theatre Guild; Mississippi Historical Society; Lauderdale County Department of Archives and History; Mississippi Alliance for Arts in Education; Mississippi Arts and Entertainment Center Board Member, Board member of Mississippi Writers Guild; Board Member of Meridian Vocational Arts Center; Board Member the Temple Theater for the Performing Arts; Meridian Redevelopment Agency Commissioner
Interests: reading, writing, photography, music, playing guitar, performance poetry, and drama
REFERENCES:  available upon request
